16th February 2021

Bracknell Town FC to Remain on Larges Lane
for many more years!
Whilst as a club we are moving off our current one pitch site, unfortunately a few sensational headlines
seem to have been conjured up to make our progress appear somewhat confusing or at times negative.
As a club, we are providing facilities for 400 players on a site with one pitch, no provision for female
changing and below-par disabled facilities, access and educational facilities has driven us to find alternative
locations.
Whilst our loyal members and fans understand our project, it deflates the hard-working project team when
we read stories involving non-factual or negative comments on local social media sites. It has become far
too easy for people to criticise behind their keyboards and some of the things we read people would never
be said face to face. As a society we have to be nicer to one and other especially at times of crises as we
find ourselves now.
The criticism I have also read directed at Bracknell Borough Council is in my opinion, completely unjustified.
We work extremely closely with both the Borough and Town Councils and they cannot magic up a site
for us to occupy. Our ward councillor Ian Kirke and other Town and Borough councillors have spent lots
of time with us over recent years supporting us as this project has developed. We as an organisation have
to work autonomously, we cannot always look to the council for answers, we are a community driven
organisation that needs to find solutions to issues however the Council are very supportive and do help us
throughout.
It is far too easy for people to sit and criticise and very few people praise the work of our councillor’s, I for
one will never criticise the sometimes-thankless task our elected officials face, and I find it extremely
disappointing to read some of the comments directed at them on social media sites. We need to embrace
and appreciate how well this town has done in recent years and the progression of our town centre is
amazing. We are now a destination to be proud of for many reasons.
Over the last five years, the towns re generation projects have positively impacted our club and we have
worked around the clock to build Bracknell Town FC into a diverse club that offers extensive opportunities
to both Boys and Girls within the local community. A club that can complement the great work that is
being done in and around the town.
When we took over the club it was disappearing, and its leaders were exhausted, battling to survive. The
Team here have worked incredibly hard to bring it back to life and today we offer so much more to the
local community. This growth has presented operational and facilities challenges over recent years and It is
physically impossible to run a club of our size with the forecasted growth on all fronts within our boys and
girl’s foundation & development sections specifically on a one-pitch site.
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What we have been building is a club pathway from 6 years of age through to adult football.

The SITES
The Futsal Court and Grass Pitches
Location Ranelagh School, Ranelagh Drive
Investment £600,000

This site is the start of your journey with Bracknell Town FC, at 6 Years of age you will train upon the newly
installed Futsal court, parents can spectate from the freshly built Pavilion. This site also offers benefits back
to Ranelagh School. They have exclusive daytime usage Monday to Friday. This site is also designed to help
support the growth of The SB Sport & Education Netball project which is launching in the 2021/22
Academic year in partnership with the school.
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The New Campus Pavilion/Classrooms and multiple high grade fully irrigated grass
pitches.
Location Larges Lane Bracknell, 25 meters away from our current home
Investment £3,000,000

In terms of our home, this is where Bracknell Town FC Full-time staff will be located on a day-to-day basis.
It will become mission control for our club, and more specifically will offer opportunities for our
development age players from 11 to 23 years. The campus centres around providing a development
pathway to our secondary school ages before entering our educational pathway at years 12 & 13. We offer
all involved the opportunity to study towards a BTEC or A-Level in partnership with Ranelagh School &
Activate Learning. Once they graduate, they can remain on campus to study towards a degree via our
collaboration with a number of universities.

The Stadium,
Location, Bottom Meadow, Sandhurst
Investment £2,000,000
This is the home of Sandhurst Town FC. Whilst the SB Group is investing into this project and will be
sponsoring Sandhurst Town FC over the coming years, we must stress it is only a steppingstone site for
Bracknell Town FC. We will collaborate as a broader group and share synergies that will help support
Sandhurst Town FC’s growth and sustainability in the coming years. The SB Sport and Education Academy
will help support Sandhurst Town FC launch an educational offer for students in years 12 & 13 from the
local Sandhurst Town area.
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FANS SOCIAL MEDIA Q&A
Why do Bracknell Town FC need to move?
We are a club first and foremost that consists of over 400 players across many age groups with more
comprehensive needs, the first team is the pinnacle however it accounts for less than 5% of our current
site usage. The current the site is operating at its maximum ground grading potential with the FA. Progress
for Bracknell Town FC First Team upon this site is limited to step 4 Football. We are unable to attain the
next grade due to capacity issues, changing room, facilities and segregation issues.
Will Bracknell Town FC & Sandhurst Town FC Merge?
No, that would go against our pathway ethos, last year players from The SB Multi-Sport and Education
Academy played with the Sandhurst First Team. The best young local players from the borough are getting
exposure to senior men's football. This is why we are working in collaboration; it is beneficial to all in the
partnership. The SB Sports and Education Academy works with both Bracknell Town FC and Sandhurst
Town FC developing players who aspire to go higher within the non-league and professional game whilst
supporting the foundations of the players education.
What is The SB Multi-Sport Academy and what clubs does it work with?
The SB Multi Sport Academy provides educational and sporting pathways for young people in the local
community and beyond. At present we focus on educational pathways with experienced educational
partners and provide coaching and sports science support daily to a high level for athletes with an interest
in football, basketball and a new netball offer launching in the coming academic year. This will be followed
in the next academic year with the launch of both cricket and rugby for both boys and girls.
Life skills and character development is also a priority ethos running through all aspects of the programs.
How has Covid-19 affected Bracknell Town FC?
It has hurt Bracknell Town FC massively as it has other local business. We have had one null and void
season in 2019/20 for all teams and all our investment in that season could be seen to have counted for
nothing. The 2020/21 Season is most likely to be null and void also and we as a club have had the lifeblood
sucked out of us at times. With each forced closure/set of restrictions, we are now obviously as others are,
running at a substantial loss for the current financial year. It has basically devastated our club finances. In
turn it has also had a detrimental effect on the well-being of all our players at all levels and all others
involved. All have missed out on the social elements involved at all levels as well as the opportunity to play
and train weekly.
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How does Bracknell Town FC Recover on the other side of Covid-19?
It is impossible at this point to plot a course of recovery as we do not know when things will return to
normal. As all are aware, some reports state that restrictions could continue into the end of this year. It is
hard to see clubs being able to re-open with such restrictions in place. So, as I sit here today, I cannot say
how Bracknell Town FC can recover as we are in the dark as to how long the Covid-19 nightmare will last.
Why have you continued to build sites for the future with such uncertainty?
We had committed to building the new sites before the Covid-19 pandemic, perhaps if I had a crystal ball
at the start, I would have halted things and waited to get to the other side. It is sad to have the sites near
completion and completed sitting unused. We built these sites for the community and seeing them closed
is extremely sad. We remain positive but even me, Mr Optimistic struggles at times. This week is one of
the times when I feel utter despair with the pandemic. That despair is further compounded when I read
the comments of the keyboard—warriors trolling our best efforts to build critical sporting and education
infrastructure for the town.
Finally, I would like to thank all the people who support our growing club and the team who have been
working hard behind the scenes over what has been an incredibly tough 12 months.

Kind Regards,

Kayne Steinborn-Busse
Chairman
Bracknell Town FC
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